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The President 5 Message 


HELEN KEEFE, President 
Florida Library Association 


Since this is the pre-convention issue 
of Florida Libraries this is your official 
call to come to Orlando in April. The 
Executive Board has worked hard on 
the program and we hope it will prove 
interesting to all of you. I am sure all 
three of the speakers for the general 
sessions will give us interesting and in- 
formative talks. Speaking of the con- 
ference, I want to remind you that the 
meetings will start promptly, so please 
be on time. 

I imagine that those of you planning 
for National Library Week now have 
your plans completed. The Governor 
has graciously consented to proclaim 
this week for the State of Florida. 

This is my final message as your Pres- 
ident and I hope you have been able to 
get a little from them. I want to thank 
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all of you for the cooperation I have 
received, which has made the year a 
pleasant one. My last request is for you 
to give the new officers this same co- 
operation. 


SCHEDULE FOR VOLUME 9, 
FLORIDA LIBRARIES 


Contributors and Section Chairmen 
Take Note! 


All Section Chairmen and regular 
contributors have been notified of the 
deadlines for material for volume 9 of 
Florida Libraries. Section chairmen are 
responsible for seeing that their section 
contributions are in the hands of the 
editor by the deadlines. The following 
is the schedule: 

v. 9, no. 1, June 1958: 


DEADLINE MAY 1. CONVENTION 
PROCEEDINGS ISSUE. 
All sections should have minutes of 
Convention in by this time; also copies 
of addresses of speakers. 

v. 9, no. 2, Sept. 1958: 


DEADLINE July 20. 
College & Special Section article due. 
Public Libraries Section article due. 
Extension Library News due. 
State Library News due. 

v. 9, no. 3, Dec. 1958: 


DEADLINE NOV. 1. 
School & Children’s Section article due. 
Reference Roundtable article due. 
State Library News due. 

v. 9, no. 4, Mar. 1959: 


DEADLINE FEBRUARY 1. 
Trustees section article due. 
State Library News due. 
Extension Library News due. 


The above listed Section assignments 
are for feature articles. Section news 
notes will appear in THE EDITORS 
NOTES in each issue. 


The 
Mayors 
Welcome 


Orlando’s citizens, city officials, and 
civic leaders join with me in extending 
a cordial welcome to you on the occa- 
sion of your 1958 convention. 

Orlando is a beautiful city with fine 
friendly people. We hope that you en- 
joy your visit with us and when you re- 
turn to your home you will feel that 
you have had a rewarding experience. 


Cordially, 
Robert S. Carr, Mayor, 
City of Orlando 


eens 


RATES FOR THE CONVENTION 
APRIL 17-19 at the San Juan in Or- 
lando are as follows: 


Single room, $5.50 to $8.50; non- 
air conditioned, $4.50 to $7.50. 


Double room, $8.50 to $11.50; non- 
air conditioned, $7.50 to $10.50. 


Plan to attend ‘FLA. this year and 
make your reservations early. 
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This is Just Tragic* 


By 
GOVERNOR LEROY COLLINS 


ONE OF THE MOST VALUABLE hab- 
its a child can acquire is the use of a 
library. Through the use of a library 
not only comes knowledge but incen- 
tive, ambition, the desire to improve 
oneself. 


Training to feel “at home” in a li- 
brary and to know where and how to 
seek information in books can be price- 
less as an individual] goes on through 
the secondary schools and into college 
and then into adult life. A good book 
is like a good friend, a friend who not 
only is a companion, but a helper as 
well. 


But, unfortunately, in Florida more 
than a third of our people have access 
to absolutely no library of any kind. 
This is just tragic. 

During the 1957 session of the Flor- 
ida Legislature, I sought—without suc- 
cess—State appropriations for library 
service to our rural] areas, which are 
most in need. 


Out of Florida’s 67 counties, 16 have 
no public libraries. And in most of 
those counties which do contain li- 
braries, the service is confined largely 
to Cities. 


When the 1959 Legislature con- 
venes, one of the things I am going to 
work for is an appropriation for more 
effective State assistance to rural li- 
braries. If all of us who are interested 
in a good library program for Florida 
will get out and encourage an interest 
in this program in the areas where the 
need is greatest, I believe we will be 
successful in the next Legislature. 

But it will take some effort, and I 
hope this will become the chief goal 
of those in Florida who over the years 
have carried the banner of better li- 
brary service for Floridians. 


*Reprinted from Libraries for Florida, Vol. 2, 


No. 4, Jan. 1958. 
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Proclamation 


Issued by 
GOVERNOR LEROY COLLINS 


NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK 


WHEREAS, the freedom to read is 
one of democracy’s most cherished lib- 
erties, and 

WHEREAS, the printed word should 
be readily available to all our people 
for education, self-improvement, cul- 
tural development and responsible citi- 
zenship, and 

WHEREAS, the librarians of the State 
of Florida are members of a profession 
dedicated to service to all the people, 
and 

WHEREAS, the librarians of our State 
try to give the highest possible service 
to the public and are endeavoring to 
extend public library service to all sec- 
tions of our State, and 

WHEREAS, National Library Week 
will be observed March 16-22, 1958, 
to promote interest in all libraries, and 


WHEREAS, the librarians of our State 
are participating in the national observ- 
ance, using the slogan, “For a Better 
Read, Better Informed America,” 


Now, THEREFORE, I, Leroy Collins, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me 
as Governor of the State of Florida, do 
hereby proclaim March 16-22, 1958, as 


LIBRARY WEEK 


in Florida, and call upon the citizens of 
this State to observe the week with ap- 
propriate ceremony with the purpose of 
developing a better-read, better-inform- 
ed Florida. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I 
have hereunto set my hand 
and caused the Great Seal of 
the State of Florida to be af- 
fixed at Tallahassee, the Cap- 
ital, this 24th day of January, 
A.D., 1958. 





Convention Personalities 


Florida Library Association Annual Conference, San Juan Hotel, Orlando, April 17-19 


om 


Helen Ferris, Editor - in - Chief, 
Junior Literary Guild. Speaker at 
3rd General Session, Friday eve- 
ning. 


Mrs. George W. Johnson, 
Orange County representative, 
Florida State Legislature. Speak- 
er at 2nd General Session, Thurs- 
day evening. 


“SI 


= 


Len Arnold, Director of Public 
Relations, A.L.A. Consultant for 
the Pre-Conference Workshop on 
“Library Communications.” Also, 
Speaker for Public Libraries Sec- 
tion Meeting, Friday morning. 


Randolph W. Church, Librarian, 
Virginia, State Library, Rich- 
mond; President, Southeastern 
Library Association. Speaker at 
the ist General Session, Thurs- 
day afternoon. 


“Sel 
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Dorothy Dodd, Librarian, Flor- 
ida State Library. Speaker for 
Reference Roundtable meeting, 
Friday afternoon. 


“Sel 


Mrs. Davida Caldwell, Librarian, 
Lake Como Elementary School, 
Orlando. Reviewer of books for 
children, Saturday morning. 


ee 


Vivian Prince, Head, Technical 
Process Department, University 
of Florida Libraries, Gainesville. 
Speaker at Catalogers’ Round- 
table meeting, Friday afternoon. 






John Y. Beaty, author, editor and 
teacher. Speaker for school and 
Children’s Section, Friday morn- 


ing. 























James W. Thornton, Jr., Profes- 
sor of Education, Florida State 
University. Speaker for College 
& Special Libraries Section meet- 
ing, Friday afternoon. 










Archie L. McNeal, Director, Uni- 
versity Libraries, University of 
Miami. Incoming President of 
F.L.A. 





(For complete FLA Program see pages 16 and 17) 
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A FORTHCOMING ISSUE of Library 
Trends is scheduled to be devoted to 
various aspects of cooperation among 
libraries. It will be the purpose of this 
article to discuss in more detail than 
will be found in the papers in Trends 
cooperation among university libraries 
in the Southeast. I should like to stress 
at the outset, however, that what we 
have been doing in our region can be 
understood only when considered in the 
light of the national picture. 


STATUS QUO 


At the present time there are five 
principal agencies of library coopera- 
tion in the South. (1) The University 
of North Carolina- Duke University 
have a cooperative plan. This project 
may perhaps best be seen by an exam- 
ination of the union catalogs in the 
two libraries, which were begun in 
1935. Through the years the area of 
cooperation has been increased, and re- 
cently this center published a list of 
scientific periodicals which includes not 
only the holdings of these two institu- 
tions but of North Carolina State Col- 
lege and the Woman’s College of 
Greensboro as well. 


(2) The Joint-University Libraries 
in Nashville serve Vanderbilt Univer- 
sity, George Peabody College and Scar- 
ritt College. The union catalog of these 
libraries includes not only the holdings 
of the libraries of these institutions but 
the other libraries in Nashville as well. 


(3) Although not often mentioned 
in library literature as such, the libraries 
at Oak Ridge and the University of 
Tennessee comprise a very effective co- 
Operating group. The third edition of 
the Union List of Serials of the Tech- 
nical Libraries of the Oak Ridge-Knox- 
ville area has recently been published. 
The periodicals held in the Tennessee 
Academy of Medicine are also included. 
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by 
STANLEY L. WEsT, Director 
University of Florida Libraries 
Gainesville 





STANLEY L. WEST 


Through the Oak Ridge Institute of 
Nuclear Studies much of this material 
is available to the universities affiliated 
with the Institute. 


(4) In 1939 the Joint-University 
Center was established in the Atlanta- 
Athens area. Its purpose was to foster 
cooperation among Emory University, 
Georgia Tech, University of Georgia, 
Agnes Scott, Columbia Theological 
Seminary, the High Museum and 
School of Art and other major libraries 
in the area. As part of the plan, union 
catalogs of the holdings of participat- 
ing libraries were established at Emory 
and the University of Georgia. The 
union catalog at the University of Geor- 
gia was discontinued but the one at 
Emory has been maintained throughout 
the years. 

(5) The newest of the cooperative 
movements is the Southeastern Inter- 
library Research Facility which was es- 
tablished in 1954 and has somewhat 


CO-OPERATION AMONG UNIVERSITY 


broader aims. At present it is composed 
of the Universities of Florida and Mi- 
ami, Florida State University, Georgia 
Tech and the Southern Regional Edu- 
cation Board. From the very outset this 
organization has been closely associated 
with the Southern Regional Education 
Board (SREB) which makes a substan- 
tial contribution to its budget. There 
is an executive director whose office is 


at the headquarters of the Board. SIRF, 


as it is called, is the only one of the 
above library cooperative projects which 
includes institutions in more than one 
state and it is organized so that any re- 
search library in the Southeast may be- 
come a member. Its purposes as stated 
in the papers of organization are “to 
implement inter-university and _ inter- 
library planning by coordination of in- 
formation about research resources and 
acquisitions, and by making research 
materials in the region available as 
widely as possible for the use of all the 
libraries.” 


In carrying out these purposes the 
director of SIRF publishes a newsletter 
containing information about the hold- 
ings of the various research libraries in 
the South and their major acquisitions. 
Following a survey of periodicals in 
the field of Chemistry, SIRF is paying 
for the subscription to some thirty im- 
portant foreign journals which were 
not in any of the member libraries. 
These were selected by the libraries ac- 
cording to the field of Chemistry in 
which their institutions are mainly in- 
terested and are kept in these libraries. 


The Midwest Inter - Library Center 
has presented to SIRF some 80,000 
foreign dissertations. These are depos- 
ited in the Florida State University Li- 
brary to be used by any member. 


In 1956 the Association of South- 
eastern Research Libraries (ASERL) 
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was formed. This is an informal organ- 
ization composed of twenty-eight li- 
braries of institutions offering the doc- 
toral degree and certain other libraries 
of a research nature. Although not lim- 
ited to cooperative projects, it is the 
ASERL members whose library holdings 
will constitute the Southeastern Supple- 
ment to the Union List of Serials. The 
publication is being edited by the di- 
rector of SIRF. SIRF is working close- 
ly with this organization, and it is an- 
ticipated that it will serve as an imple- 
menting agent for many of its projects. 


At present the Regional Committee 
on Research Library Cooperation, which 
is sponsored by SREB and composed 
of representatives of the SREB, the 
ASERL and SIRF, is studying the mat- 
ter of cooperation in the South. In an 
interim report the Committee has out- 
lined the following purposes of inter- 
library cooperation: 

1. To provide the quantity and qual- 
ity of research materials essential 
to the continuing development of 
quality graduate and professional 
education in Southern universi- 
ties. 

2. To make the research materials 
of the region as available and 
accessible as possible for the use 
of all libraries. 

3. To reduce unnecessary and waste- 
ful duplication of research ma- 
terials. 


FUTURE PROGRESS 


Briefly, the above gives some idea of 
the state of the major cooperative 
movements in the Southeast as of Jan- 
uary, 1958. What are some of the ma- 
jor elements in the picture and what of 
the future? If I were to select one fac- 
tor which overshadows all others it is 
CHANGE. This element is a motivat- 
ing factor in every cooperative project 
undertaken in the region. The growth 
of the instructional and research pro- 
grams of the universities in the South 
has resulted in new demands on insti- 
tutional library resources. Often this 
has taken place without the necessary 
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LIBRARIES in the SOUTHEAST 


financial provision for adding to the li- 
brary’s staff and bibliographical hold- 
ings. Librarians have been forced to 
turn to new methods of supplying the 
demands. Library cooperation is cer- 
tainly one of these methods. The fact, 
however, that cooperative movements 
involve change and doing things in dif- 
ferent ways has been a disturbing ele- 
ment to some faculty members and li- 
brarians in virtually every institution 
and has tended to slow down some of 
the projects. Perhaps, this is good be- 
cause this attitude provides a further 
test of the validity of the ideas. 


Some of the developments in the 
area of cooperation have lessened the 
value of other cooperative projects 
which started only a relatively short 
time ago. For example, the expansion 
of the Library of Congress printed cata- 
log into what amounts to a national 
union catalog results in its paralleling 
much of what is being done in the 
various regional catalogs. 


The speed with which new methods 
of reproducing the printed page are 
appearing leads one to believe that in 
the foreseeable future only in excep- 
tional cases will the book itself be sent 
on interlibrary loan. 

As experimental projects are carried 
on in different parts of the country 
some very interesting results have 
been reported. For example, SIRF has 
budgeted a certain amount to be used 
for long distance telephone calls by 
the member libraries in connection 
with reference questions and _ interli- 
brary loans. This has been very help- 
ful and has cost a surprisingly small 
amount. This method has proved to 
be less expensive than teletype in the 
case of SIRF. 


In Florida, in addition to the SIRF 
project in which these universities par- 
ticipate, the University of Miami and 
the Miami Public Library maintain a 
union catalog dating from 1942, and 
the University of Florida and the Uni- 
versity of Miami exchange cards for 
Latin American imprints. 


Another factor which has played an 
important part in virtually all of the 
projects is the element of communica- 
tion. The ease with which information 
or books can be sent swiftly from one 
institution to another has done much 
to shape the cooperative plans. As 
speed of communication increases there 
will be a tendency to think in terms 
of ever larger areas in cooperative plan- 
ning. 

One of the areas of cooperation in 
which relatively little has been done 
so far is that of cataloging. It seems 
this would logically be the next de- 
velopment. The Library of Congress 
has shown one way by asking institu- 
tions in various states to assume respon- 
sibliry for cataloging the documents of 
their states. There seem to be real pos- 
sibilities in the extension of this ap- 
proach to the matter. 


Except in a few notable instances 
cooperative projects have been con- 
cerned largely with plans between and 
among libraries. Increasing indications 
are appearing that the publishers also 
will be brought into the picture. An 
example of this is the suggestion that 
publishers be asked to print cataloging 
information in the books themselves. 


In conclusion, in looking over the 
various projects both in the South and 
elsewhere, it is evident that extremely 
few have resulted from the presenta- 
tion of a single plan, however desir- 
able. These projects have been devel- 
oped just as in many fields—on account 
of necessity of finding solutions to 
many problems. There seems to be no 
One pattern of cooperation which is 
successful in every region and even in 
one region different institutions reach 
the point where cooperation seems to 
be necessary at different stages in their 
development. That projects like the 
Plan and the Midwest Inter-Library 
Center started with the largest institu- 
tions was not by accident. Some of the 
problems solved by such projects had 
become acute in the large university 


(Continued on Page 30, Col. 2) 
1l 


FLORIDA AND PUERTO RICO share 
far more than Ponce de Leén and a 
common Spanish heritage. Among 
many other things, they share a com- 
mon concern for the development of 
high professional standards among li- 
brarians and for the extension of library 
facilities. Come with me for a brief 
visit to Puerto Rico, this Latin Ameri- 
can commonwealth within United States 
jurisdiction. San Juan is only four hours 
from Miami by air, and no part of the 
island is more than four hours by car 
from San Juan. 

The history of libraries in Puerto 
Rico,! as well as an analysis of the 
island’s need for library services,? has 
been outlined elsewhere, so this article 
will be confined to some of the larger 
and more important libraries of the 
present day, and to an introduction to 
some of the leaders among the librar- 
ians in the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico. 


University of Puerto Rico 


The main library of the University of 
Puerto Rico at Rio Piedras, which has 
been housed in its new building since 
1953,3 contains more than 150,000 
bound volumes, about 125,000 govern- 
ment documents, 30,000 maps, and 
more than 2,000 recordings of classical 
music. The total seating capacity of the 
library is 1,600. 


There is a Reserve Room, and a 
Reference Room containing over 7,500 
volumes. The Puerto Rican Room 


Mr. Kidder is Registrar of the Inter 
American University of Puerto Rico at 
San German and editor of THE SOUTH- 
EASTERN LATIN AMERICANIST. He 
served from January 1956 to July 1957 
as Assistant Director of the School of 
Inter-American Studies at the University 
of Florida and prior thereto was Assist- 


ant Librarian at San German. 
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PUERTO RICO’S LIBRARIES AND 


LIBRARIANS 


by 
FREDERICK E. KIDDER 


houses copies of all known Puerto 
Rican items, and is primarily for re- 
search studies.4 The Periodical Room 
receives over 800 journals, most of 
which are bound and kept permanent- 
ly. In addition to its recordings, the 
Art and Music Room has 16 high fidel- 
ity turntables, 24 head-sets, and three 
record players. There is also a Docu- 
ment Room. 

Besides the main library, sizable col- 
lections are housed in the libraries of 
the Colleges of Education, Pharmacy, 
Law, Natural Sciences, Medicine, and 
Social Sciences. There is also an Ag- 
riculture Experiment Station Library 
within a few miles of the Rio Piedras 
campus. 

The University of Puerto Rico’s Col- 
lege of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts 
is located at Mayagiiez, on the west 
coast, and the library there contains 
45,000 volumes, besides documents, 
journals and magazines. The Periodical 
Room collection exceeds 5,000 bound 
volumes, with current subscriptions to 
564 diversified periodicals and news- 
papers. The Music Room has six turn- 
tables and over 600 phonograph rec- 
ords. There is also a General Studies 
Library of 2,500 selected volumes for 
students pursuing nonscientific courses. 


Inter American University 


In southwestern Puerto Rico, in the 
picturesque town of San German, is lo- 
cated the Inter American University of 
Puerto Rico (formerly the Polytechnic 
Institute of Puerto Rico). This liberal 
arts college affailiated with the Presby- 
terian Church has recently been award- 
ed $500 in a sub-grant from the As- 
sociation of College and Research Li- 
braries from funds granted to it by 
United States Steel Foundation, for the 
purchase of publications relating to 
Puerto Rico and other “growth areas.” 

The library occupies the third floor 
of Marquis Science Hall. It contains 
















23,000 books, 3,000 bound Journal 
volumes and a large number of un- 
bound pamphlets, with special files on 
Puerto Rico and Latin America. Some 
270 periodicals published in the Amer- 
icas and Europe are received currently. 
About 1,300 books are added each year. 
A collection of audio-visual materials 
includes record players, Linguaphone 
and music records, a microfilm reader, 
films and slides. 


Catholic University of Puerto Rico 


The College of the Sacred Heart is 
a four-year institution for women lo- 
cated in Santurce, a suburb of San Juan 
like Rio Piedras. The larger and newer 
Roman Catholic institution is the coed- 
ucational Catholic University of Puerto 
Rico, in the south coastal city of Ponce. 
Its library, housed in the new Valdés ‘ 
Building,’ is a live collection of books 
and periodicals in both English and 
Spanish, representing all phases of the 
curriculum, with due consideration to 
the social and recreational needs of the 
students. In addition to a rapidly grow- 
ing collection of about 30,000 books 
and 300 periodical subscriptions, the li- 
brary offers facilities of a well-chosen 
collection of motion pictures, film strips, 
microfilms, pamphlets, and pictures. In- 
struction in the use of the library is 
given formally as a regular feature of 
the orientation program. The library 
is organized as a Division of the Uni- 
versity, and its professional personnel 
hold academic rank on the teaching 
staff. 


Among other educational institutions 
may be mentioned the Puerto Rico Jun- 
ior College in Rio Piedras, the Evangel- 
ical Seminary also in Rio Piedras, the 
libraries of Robinson School (Method- 
ist) and Central High School in San- 
turce, and the facilities of the several 
parochial schools and seminaries of the 
Roman Catholic Church. The diocesan 
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libraries are of course, among the old- 
est on the island. 


Public Libraries 


The public library in Puerto Rico 
which would look most familiar to a 
visitor from the States is the Carnegie 
Library in San Juan, which is actually 
a division of the Commonwealth De- 
partment of Education and the home 
base of a fleet of bookmobiles® which 
carry library service to the schools and 
homes in the remote corners of the 
island. Smaller, locally supported li- 
brary units are found as public libraries 
in Rio Piedras, Ponce, Humacao, Maya- 
giiez, Caguas, and Guayama. Flares of 
interest have from time to time resulted 
in raising small sums for “public li- 
braries” in many other cities, but after 
the initial enthusiasm, the public settles 
back to rely upon the bookmobiles and 
the nucleus of books in the local high 
school libraries. To the credit of the 
Department of Education it must be 
pointed out that there has been a sus- 
tained effort to “reach the grass-roots” 
by setting up small book collections in 
housing units and assembling portable 
collections to be carried back into the 
rural mountain areas. Certainly, build- 
ings and professional staffs are not to 
be permanently neglected, but if books 
are reaching readers, an important first 
step has been taken. 


Puerto Rico Library Association 


To further an island - wide library 
movement, a Puerto Rico Library As- 
sociation was founded some years ago.’ 
Recent president has been Luis A. 
Ferré, a candidate for governor in the 
1956 elections.8 But a lack of rapport 
between public - spirited citizens, the 
Commonwealth Legislature, and the 
professional librarians accounts in large 
part for the small successes of the As- 
sociation to date. 


Government Libraries 


Federal libraries in Puerto Rico in- 
clude the U. S. District Court Library, 
the Federal Experiment Station Library, 
the U. S. Veterans Administration Li- 
brary, the U. S. Forest Service Library, 
and the San Juan National Historic 
Site Library at Fort Brooke, all in the 
San Juan area; and the U. S. Agri- 
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culture Experiment Station Library at 





Mayagiiez. 


Libraries attached to instrumentali- 
ties of the Commonwealth government 
are those of the Supreme Court, the 
Economic Development Administra- 
tion, the Puerto Rico Planning Board, 
the Department of Justice, the Depart- 
ment of Health, the Department of Ag- 
riculture and Commerce, the Personnel 
Board, the Department of Education, 
the Department of the Interior’s Board 
for the Preservation of Historical Rel- 
ics, and the Historical Archives of 
Puerto Rico (housed in the Carnegie 
Library ). 


Other professionally organized and 
operated libraries are found in the Fed- 
eral military establishments, such as 
Fort Brooke, Fort Buchanan, and Ra- 
mey Air Force Base. Important private- 
ly sustained collections of books are 
maintained by the Ateneo Puerto- 
rriqueno, the Institute of Puerto Rican 
Literature, the Press Club Library, the 
Casa de Espana, and the Spanish Con- 
sulate General. 


Personalities 


Buildings and book collections would 





not suffice, however, to satisfy the in- 
terest of the librarian visiting Puerto 
Rico. He or she would want to meet 
the leading librarians of the island, 
some of whom I should like to intro- 
duce now. Sister Mary St. Angela 
(Dodman) has been librarian of the 
Catholic University at Ponce since 
1953, having received her library train- 
ing at Columbia University. In San 
German at the Inter American Univer- 
sity, Wilma Mosholder, a graduate of 
Carnegie Library School, has headed the 
library since 1941, except for three 
years spent at Columbus Memorial Li- 
brary of the Pan American Union in 
Washington. Josefina del Toro, asso- 
ciate librarian at the University of 
Puerto Rico (Rio Piedras), is known 
for her Bibliography of the Collective 
Biography of Spanish America? Juan 
Suarez Morales who has headed the 
College of Agriculture and Mechanic 
Arts Library in Mayagiiez for a decade, 
received his training at Syracuse Uni- 
versity. 


The principal Puerto Rican bibliog- 
rapher is Gonzalo Velazquez, who be- 
gan as a student library assistant at the 
University of Puerto Rico Library, 
earned a library science degree at Co- 





Inter-American University librarians point to Puerto Rico’s principal library 
centers. From left to right: Roland Shodeen indicates Mayaguez; Grace Qui- 
fiones, San German; Wilma Mosholder, Ponce; and Frederick Kidder, San Juan 


metropolitan area. 
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lumbia University as well as a law de- 
gree in Puerto Rico, and now serves as 
General Supervisor of the General Li- 
brary Service of the Commonwealth’s 
Department of Education. This post in- 
cludes the administration of the Car- 
negie Library. Somehow he is finding 
time to continue his Anwario bibliogra- 
fico puertorriqueno' as a regular fea- 
ture, “Bibliografia puertorriquena,” in 
La Torre, the University’s scholarly 
quarterly. 


Thomas S. Hayes, librarian since 
1943 of the University of Puerto Rico 
(Rio Piedras), also holds the academic 
title of professor of English and is per- 
haps best known to the public as the 
author of a regular editorial feature in 
El Mundo, “Azucar y Vinagre,” pro- 
vocative commentary on life and times 
in Puerto Rico. The dean of Puerto 
Rican librarians is Luis O’Neill de Mi- 
lan, who retired in 1955 after 44 years’ 
association with the Carnegie Library. 
These two men last named are exam- 
ples of what persons not professionally 
trained as librarians can bring to li- 
brarianship. 


There is room for considerable re- 
search to be done to fill in the events 
and personalities in the history of li- 
braries in Puerto Rico. The recent Pan 
American Union’s Survey of Investiga- 
tions in Progress in the Field of Latin 
American Studies\! shows that Grace 
Quinones, Syracuse graduate and asso- 
ciate librarian at Inter American Uni- 
versity, is studying “Puerto Rican Ar- 
chives, Libraries and Librarians.” When 
her research is published, the story will 
be more complete. 


Puerto Rico is not without books by 
any means nor the facilities for making 
them available to the reading public. 
The great lack is of professionally 
trained personnel (a need which gov- 
ernment scholarships have not as yet 
met) and of a professional organization 
of librarians for the exchange of infor- 
mation, the maintenance of standards, 
and the promotion of the cause of li- 
braries. Puerto Rico has shown its gen- 
erosity in backing educational enter- 
prises, but libraries have received neith- 
er their share of attention nor their 
share of funds. 


This is our story. Librarians of Flor- 
ida, if you cannot accept our warm in- 
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vitation to visit us in Puerto Rico im- 
mediately, you can at least start a Puerto 
Rican shelf in your library. In recent 
years many of Ponce de Leén’s descend- 
ants have followed him to Florida, and 
both they and their homeland should be 
better known to Floridians. This writer's 
“Puerto Rico al dia: a brief bibliog- 
raphy”!2 suggests some basic titles for 
such a shelf. Just as Miami and San 
Juan form an important transportation 
bridgehead to Latin America, so Florida 
and Puerto Rico can construct the cul- 
tural counterpart. In this endeavor li- 
brarians will play a key role. 





"Lawrence S. Thompson and Jorge Rivera Ruiz, 
“The libraries of Puerto Rico,” The Library 
Quarterly 16:225-238 (July 1946). 


“Thomas §. Hayes and Gonzalo Velazquez, 
“What kind of library service for Puerto 
Rico’s 2,000,000 Americans?’’ Library Jour- 
nal 73:368-372 (March 1, 1948). 


*Thomas S, Hayes and Sara Carmen Diaz de 
Latimer, “On building a library,” Library 
Journal 78:2145-2149 (Dec. 15, 1953). 

‘Gonzalo Velazquez, ‘The pride of the Uni- 


versity,” Library Journal 71:453-454 (April 
1, 1946). 


*Sister M. St. Angela, “New Catholic library 
in Puerto Rico,’ Catholic Library World 
26:49-53 (Nov. 1954), and “New light at 
old crossroads,” Wéalson Library Bulletin 
29:368-369 (Jan. 1955). 


“Philadelphia Inquirer, Feb. 8, 1953. 
"El Mundo, Nov. 21, 1955. 


“Frederick E. Kidder, ‘Puerto Ricans re-elect 
Mufioz Marin and the Poulares,” World Af- 
fairs 119:115-117 (Winter, 1956). 


*Rio Piedras: The University, 1938. 140 pp. 
"Rio Piedras: Biblioteca de la Universidad, 
1948-52. 


"'Frederick E. Kidder, compiler, Washington: 
1956. 58 pp. 


"?Doors to Latin America, 
1956) 


3:n0.4:12 (Oct. 
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Report on A.L.A. 
Midwinter Meeting 


As a member of ALA Council, rep- 
resenting FLA, I attended the meet- 
ings of the Council in Chicago on Wed- 
nesday, January 29 and Thursday, Jan- 
uary 30. As Chairman of the Council 
Nominating Committee for members 
of the Executive Board, I reported at 
the first meeting. Results of this elec- 
tion were announced at the second 
meeting and the two new members 
of the Executive Board are Mr. John 
Hall Jacobs, of the New Orleans 
Public Library and Mr. Roger H. Mc- 
Donough, Director, Division of State 
Library, Archives and History, State 
Department of Education, Trenton, 
N. J. 

The report of the ALA Nominat- 
ing Committee was submitted as pub- 
lished in the ALA Bulletin for Decem- 
ber 1957, and I would like to remind 
our membership that the nominations 
for vice-president and president-elect 
are Benjamin Powell, librarian of Duke 
University and Raynard C. Swank, 
Director, Stanford University Libraries. 


An announcement of the new ALA 
Nominating Committee was made by 
Emerson Greenaway, president-elect. 
The chairman of this committee for 
next year is Lester Asheim of the Grad- 
uate Library School of the University 
of Chicago, and I am sure FLA mem- 
bers will be pleased to know that Dr. 
Frank Sessa, of the Miami Public Li- 
brary is a member of this nominating 
committee. Any suggestions you have 
should be forwarded to him. 

A strongly worded resolution on the 
Library Services Act was approved 
unanimously by the Council. The gist 
of this resolution is contained in the 
following excerpt: “. . . that the mem- 
bers of the American Library Associa- 
tion at their annual Midwinter Meet- 
ing at Chicago, on January 30, 1958 
recommend to the 85th Congress, sit- 

(Continued on Page 30, Col. 1) 
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n- 
cil 
rs A PRE-CONFERENCE Workshop on 
i “Library Communications” will be 
m sponsored by the Public Library Section 
| of the Florida Library Association in 
ad Orlando on April 16 and 17. 
- Len Arnold, Director of Public Re- 
in lations for the American Library Asso- 
ns ciation, will be consultant for the 
C- Workshop and will also be the featured 
te speaker at the Section meeting on Fri- 
te day. 
The Workshop has a two-fold pur- 
n , 
pose. One is to discuss, from a public 
relations point of view, the various 
it- kinds of library reports that librarians 
b- make in conducting library activities 
n- and interpreting them to the public. 
id The Second purpose of the Work- 
shop will be to prepare the participants 
" to focus their reporting skills on a sin- 
& gle cooperative objective: to assure pas- 
ce sage of legislation providing State aid 
k, ! for library development. 
S. The Workshop participants will dis- 
A cuss and make recommendations about 
both the kinds of reports and the type 
vy ; 
of report that is best for various uses. 
- The cooperative report and the infor- 
or mation to be included will be discussed 
d- at the final session of the workshop on 
ty Thursday, April 17, at 9:00 A.M. 
» Schedule for the Workshop will be: 
) 
: First Session: 
7 Wednesday, April 16, 1:00 to 3:00 
6 P.M.—Kinds of communications 
7 3:00 to 5:00 P.M.—Examination 
of material on exhibition and con- 
e sultation with resource persons. 
d Second Session: 
” Wednesday, April 16, 7:00 to 9:00 


P.M.—Forms of communications. 

. Written, Oral, Pictoral 

t- Third Session: 

8 Thursday, April 17, 9:00 to 11:00 

t- A.M.—The cooperative report on 
State Aid 
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F.L.AA.— ORLANDO. PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP ON “LIBRARY COMMUNICATIONS” 


The place for the Workshop in Or- 
lando will be the Hearts Room of the 
San Juan Hotel (Convention Head- 
quarters ). 


The planning committee for the Pre- 
Conference Workshop is headed by W. 
R. Henderson, Associate Librarian of 
the Jacksonville Public Library. Also 
serving on the committee are Miss 
Verna Nistendirk, Director of Exten- 
sion, Florida State Library; Mrs. Jewel 
Garvin, Librarian, Ocala Public Li- 


SPONSORED BY THE PUBLIC LIBRARY SECTION. 


HEARTS ROOM, SAN JUAN HOTEL, APRIL 16-17 


brary, and Chairman of Public Library 
Section; Mrs. Helga Eason, Head Com- 
munity Relations Department, Miami 
Public Library; Miss Clara Wendel, Di- 
rector, Albertson Public Library, Or- 
lando, and Mrs. Gretchen Conduitte, 
Community Relations Librarian, Jack- 
sonville Public Library. 


Advance registrations should be sent 
as soon as possible to W. R. Henderson 
in Jacksonville. There is no registration 
fee. 





EXHIBITORS FOR F.L.A. WITH NAMES OF REPRESENTATIVES 
(As we go to press, Feb. 25) 


Americana Corporation 
Bro-dart Industries 

Collier’s Encyclopedia 

F. E. Compton & Co. 
Dobbs Brothers Library Binding Co. 
Doubleday & Company, Inc. 
Encyclopedia Britannica 
Estey Corporation 

Charles M. Gardner & Co. 
Gaylord Bros., Inc. 
Gerstenslager Co. 


E. M. Hale & Co. 

Harper & Bros. 

Houghton Mifflin Co. 

The H. R. Huntting Co., Inc. 
Alfred A. Knopf 

Library Service Associates 

A. C. McClurg 

Macmillan Company 


National Library Bindery Co. of Georgia 


New Method Book Bindery 
Don R. Phillips, Inc. 
Remington-Rand .. 

Joseph Ruzicka 

Simon & Schuster 

Sjéstr6m of Philadelphia 
Subscription Service Company 
Universial-Dixie Bindery 
World Book Encyclopedia ......... 


Ralph P. Sparks 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Brody 
Harvey Pate 

Rubert R. Page; Earle Black 
Francis Dobbs; Donald Stillman 
Garrett Larkin 

C. H. Snell 

Elmer E. Lawrence 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Phillips 
Wesley Summers 

Elmer Miller 

Ted Srygley 

see Library Service Associates 
see Library Service Associates 
Mrs. Emily Blackshear 

see Library Service Associates 
Lawrence F. Reeves 

Charles Andreen 

Norman Berg 

Zack Haygood 

E. F. Rempe 

Don R. Phillips 


Ben Campen; H. T. Bland; V. L. Logan 


Joseph Ruzicka, Jr.; Merle Bachtell 
Virgil Gentilin 

William Bayley 

H. A. Friedel 

Ernest R. May; Chase Sheddan 
Helen Beam 
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FLORIDA LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONC 


Program 


(Unless otherwise noted all meetings are held at the San Juan Hotel) 


THURSDAY, APRIL 17 


10:00 ALM. REGISTRATION BEGINS and is continuous. Main Lobby. 
11:00 A.M. EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING. Helen Keefe, presiding. Chess Room. 
2:00 P.M. CALL TO ORDER, ist General Session. Helen Keefe, presiding. Grand 
to Ballroom. 
4:00 P.M. Invocation: Dr. William H. Kadel, First Presbyterian Church, Orlando. 
Welcome: Robert S. Carr, Mayor of Orlando. 
Response: Archie L. McNeal, Director of Libraries, University of Miami, 
F.L.A. President-Elect. 
Greetings and Introductions: Helen Keefe. 
Announcements and Committee Appointments. 
Introduction of Speaker: Stanley L. West, Director of Libraries, Univer- 
sity of Florida, Gainesville. 
“Your Library in the Next Century.” Randolph W. Church, Virginia State 
Library, Richmond; President, Southeastern Library Association. 
Report of the Nominating Committee: Mrs. Alice Pearce, Chairman, 
Hardee County High School, Wauchula. 
4:15P.M. CALLED GROUP MEETINGS (Committees, etc.) 
8:30 P.M. CALL TO ORDER, 2nd General Session. Helen Keefe, presiding. Grand 
Ballroom. 
Introduction of Speaker: Clara E. Wendel, Director, Albertson Public 
Library, Orlando. 
“Developing Patterns in Library Financing.” Mrs. George W. Johnson, 
Orlando. Orange County Representative, Florida State Legislature. 
10:00 P.M. RECEPTION. Country Club of Orlando. Hosts: Orlando’s Albertson 
Public Library—Board of Trustees, Friends of the Library and Staff. 



































FRIDAY, APRIL 18 





10:00 AMM. PROGRAM AND BUSINESS MEETINGS 
to College and Special Libraries: Chairman, Jo Kennedy, Florida State 
12:00 Noon University Library, Tallahassee. Hearts Room. 
“The Library in the Junior College.” James W. Thornton, School of 
Education, Florida State University, Tallahassee. 
Public Libraries: Chairman, Mrs. Jewel Garvin, Ocala Public Library. 
Grand Ballroom. 
“Summary of Pre-Conference Workshop on ‘Library Communica- 
tions’.” Len Arnold, Director of Public Relations, American Library 
Association. 
School and Children’s Libraries: Chairman, Mrs. Evaline Schunk, Albert- 
son Public Library, Orlando. Tournament Room. 
“How I Have Learned What Subjects Interest Children.” John Y. 
Beaty, author. 
Film: “Wanted—A Library for Every Elementary School.” Orange 
County Film Office. 
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ONVENTION ORLANDO APRIL 17-19 


2:00 P.M. PROGRAM AND BUSINESS MEETINGS. 
to Trustees and Friends of Libraries: Chairman, Dr. Ira Williams, Stuart. 
4:00 P.M. Grand Ballroom. 


Symposium: “The Trustee, the Librarian, and the Public.” 
“Selection, qualifications and duties of the Library Trustee.” Judge 
R. L. Wildermuth, Naples. 


“The Relationship between the Librarian and the Library Board.” Mrs. 
Frank L. Hagel, Ft. Pearce; Chairman, Ft. Pearce Library Board. 
“Public Relations by the Librarian and the Trustees.” Cecil Bailey, 
Jacksonville; Chairman, Jacksonville Library Board. 


Reference Roundtable: Chairman, Margaret Chapman, University of Flor- 
ida Libraries, Gainesville. Hearts Room. 
“Florida State Documents.” Dorothy Dodd, State Librarian, Talla- 
hassee. 


Cataloger’s Roundtable: Chairman, Marion Youngs, University of Flor- 
ida Libraries, Gainesville. Tournament Room. 
“What the University Library Needs in the New A.L.A. Code.” Mrs. 
Donna H. Reinhardt, Acting Head, Catalog Dept., University of Mi- 
ami Library. 
“What the Public Library Needs in the New A.L.A. Code.” Mrs. 
Emmie S. Hayes, Head, Technical Processes Dept., Miami Public 
Library. 
“The Present State of Library Cataloging in Pakistan.” Vivian 
Prince, Head, Technical Processes Dept., University of Florida Li- 
braries, Gainesville. 


4:00 P.M. OPEN HOUSE: Winter Park Public Library; Rollins College Library. 


to TEA: Rollins College Library. Hosts: Winter Park Public Library; Rol- 

5:30 P.M. lins College Library. 

8:15P.M. CALL TO ORDER, 3rd General Session. Helen Keefe, presiding. Grand 
Ballroom. 


Introduction of Speaker: Audrey Newman, Director of Instructional 
Materials, State Department of Education, Tallahassee. 
“Teens Tell the Editor.” Helen Ferris, Editor-in-Chief, Junior Liter- 
ary Guild. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 19 


8:30 A.M. BOOK REVIEWS. Mrs. Helga Eason, presiding. Grand Ballroom. 
to Reviewer of Adult Books: Mrs. Ruth Smith, reviewer for the Sentinel 
9:45 A.M. Star, Orlando. 
Reviewer of Childrens Books: Mrs. Davida Caldwell, Librarian, Lake 
Como Elementary School, Orlando. 


10:00 ALM. CALL TO ORDER, 4th General Session. Helen Keefe, presiding. Grand 
to Ballroom. 
12:00 Noon Committee reports. 
Old Business; New Business; Election of Officers; Adjournment. 


1:00 P.M. EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING. Archie L. McNeal, presiding. Chess 
Room. 
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COLLIER COUNTY is the fifth Florida 
county to participate in the rural li- 
braries development program adminis- 
tered by the State Library Board under 
the Library Services Act. The Collier 
County Library Board, which was ap- 
pointed by Governor Collins in No- 
vember, plans to establish the new 
county library at Naples, with commu- 
nity libraries at Everglades and Im- 
mokalee. A bookmobile will serve the 
rest of the county. 


The Saint Lucie County Library has 
a bookmobile on order and has em- 
ployed a bookmobile librarian. Legal 
organization of the Suwannee River Re- 
gional Library, composed of Suwannee 
and Lafayette Counties, has been com- 
pleted and furniture and equipment 
have been ordered for the Mayo com- 
munity library, which will be housed 
in a county building. A librarian had 
not been employed when this was writ- 
ten. 

Albertson Public Library, which 
serves Orange County under contract, 
reports an increase of 55 percent in 
adult rural bookmobile patrons after 
one month of operation under the new 
program. Five new community stops 
have been added and the Winter Gar- 
den Community Library program has 
been expanded. A county advisory 
committee will be organized, as Or- 
ange County does not have a county 
library board. 

The Library Services Act program, 
which has made these projects possible, 
is one of the domestic programs to 
be curtailed if President Eisenhower's 
budget recommendation is followed by 
Congress. The President again recom- 
mended an appropriation of only $3,- 
000,000, as compared with the current 
$5,000,000 appropriation. Every one 
interested in continuance and expansion 
of the Florida program should ask their 
members of Congress not only to vote 
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Your State Library 


By Dorothy Dodd 


to restore the amount cut but to support 
the full authorized appropriation of 
$7,500,000. 

Mr. Louis Capron, member of the 
Stare Library Board, was the guest 
speaker at a meeting of the Palm Beach 
County Federation of Woman’s Clubs 
in Delray Beach on January 9. Point- 
ing out that more than half the resi- 
dents of Palm Beach County are with- 
out adequate library service, Mr. Capron 
explained the advantages of library 
service organized on a regional or coun- 
ty basis which could serve small towns, 
communities and rural areas through 
branch libraries, sub-stations, deposit 
stations, and bookmobiles. Under such a 
plan, he said, the existing public li- 
braries of the county could continue 
with their present administrations and 
boards, but would have the benefit of 
numerous services from a central or- 
ganization. 

The Lake County Library League was 
organized on January 15 at a meeting 
of Lake County librarians and library 
board members in Eustis, at which Mrs. 
Alice Reilly, public library consultant 
from the State Library, was the princi- 
pal speaker. Mrs. L. H. Nelson, librar- 
ian of the Leesburg Public Library, was 
elected president of the League, which 
will explore the possibilities of unified 
library service in Lake County. The 
League is planning a meeting in Mount 
Dora, probably in April, to which every 
town in Lake County, whether or not 
it has a library, will be asked to send 
a representative. 

The State Library will again co-spon- 
sor the summer workshop conducted by 
the Florida State University Library 
School for public librarians of the 
Southeastern states. We are fortunate 
to have Mrs. Florence S. Craig, Di- 
rector of Adult Education, Cuyahoga 
County Library, Cleveland, Ohio, as di- 
rector of a program on Adult Books 
and Reading. Watch for further an- 


nouncements and keep these dates 
open: July 3, 4, 5. 

The State Library was represented at 
the ALA Mid-Winter Conference in 
Chicago by Mr. Thomas Dreier, Chair- 
man of the State Library Board; Miss 
Verna Nistendirk, director of library ex- 
tension; and Mrs. Alice Reilly, public 
library consultant. Mr. Dreier acted as 
roving reporter for the American As- 
sociation of Library Trustees. Miss Nis- 
tendirk and Mrs. Reilly also attended 
the Pre-conference Workshop for Pub- 
lic Library Consultants. 


Libraries for Florida tells its readers 
each month that it is “Sent to you 
by the Florida State Library Board to 
awaken your awareness to the creative 
part more and better libraries can play 
in increasing the mental capital of Flor- 
ida citizens and the material develop- 
ment of our state.” It is being sent to 
all Florida library board members as 
well as to a selected list of Florida lead- 
ers—legislators, community leaders, of- 
ficials. If any librarian knows of key per- 
sons in their communities who would 
or should be receptive to its message, 
we will be glad to add their names to 
the mailing list. 


Florida Library Directory and Public 
Library Statistics for 1956-1957 will be 
distributed before this’ issue of FLOR- 
IDA LIBRARIES is published. Expend- 
itures for operating expenses of Florida 
libraries increased from $2,129,287 to 
$2,372,852, number of volumes from 
2,177,195 to 2,227,161, and circulation 
from 7,225,356 to 7,738,149. BUT, 
estimated population increased from 
3,492,000 to 3,885,000. Expressed in 
percentages, the increases are: Expendi- 
tures, 11 percent; number of books, 2 
percent; circulation, 7 percent; popula- 
tion, 11 percent. One wonders if our 
library services are even keeping step 
with our increasing population. 
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3 One of the most beautiful small libraries in the world 
. is kes eS LE equipped! 
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P- Walls are antique brick, wall shelving is flat 
” | black, book cases are black with yellow Formica 
rg tops, the magazine rack is black and gold. The 
d.- bracket type shelving is actually bolted to the 
. wall. This adds beauty to both wall and floor. 
ld This colorful library serves patrons faster and 
ge, easier in its inviting atmosphere. The architect 
to and librarian called upon Estey to convert their 
unusual ideas into practical equipment. Estey is 
lic proud of this accomplishment. 
be Estey representatives stand ready to help you 
R- build or modernize your library. Write for infor- 
v3 mation on the shelving you see illustrated above. 
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IT IS VERY PLEASANT to report that 
construction plans are being made in 
libraries throughout Florida. From 
DUNEDIN we hear that their growth 
has been such as to yield 60% more 
revenue, require an increase in this 
year’s budget, and demand the pur- 
chase of many new children’s books— 
and there are plans to increase the staff 
during the coming year and to build ad- 
ditions to the library within the next 5 
years. A new library building will be 
built in CLEWISTON next summer; 
and at WEST PALM BEACH they are 
anxiously awaiting the results of an 
election to be held February 11 for a 
ten-million-dollar Civic Center to in- 
clude a library; it is not exactly what 
they wish, but a great improvement 
over the present situation, according to 
Zella Adams, librarian. The big news 
at PLANT CITY is the prospect that 
a new Library building may be placed 
on the priority list of improvements 
under a haf-million-dollar improvement 
program. The fairly new library at 
FORT WALTON BEACH is attract- 
ing both increased public interest and 
greater City appropriations; circulation 
is up 90%. 

Encouraging growth reports come 
from the SUWANNEE COUNTY li- 
brary and its BRANFORD branch, 
where the total yearly circulation was 
20,724, about 48 hundred of which 
from the branch; and from HOLLY- 
WOOD, where the hours have been 
upped from 46 to 66 per week and the 
circulation has risen by 23% over the 
previous year—new cabinets, catalogues 
and shelf space are already proving in- 
sufficient, while great interest is aroused 
by a South Florida artist exhibition 
which is changed every two weeks. A 
steady increase in circulation (around 
20% per year) has stimulated plans 
for improvement and enlargement of 


20 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


VIRGINIA O. GRAZIER 
Gainesville Public Library 


the collection at the Woman’s Club Li- 
brary in LAKE WALES. MARTIN 
COUNTY Library at STUART boasts 
1200 registered borrowers, or about 
8% of the county residents, and has 
opened on January 22 a Negro branch 
with Miss Ora Dell Hamilton as li- 
brarian. 


New personnel at MIAMI BEACH, 
FORT PIERCE, ST. PETERSBURG 
and AUBURNDALE: as of January 
15, Mr. Oscar C. Everhart has been As- 
sociate Librarian at the Miami Beach 
Public Library; he comes from Indiana 
with an ample background experience 
at the Indiana State Library in Indian- 
apolis and as head of the Jeffersonville, 
Indiana, Public Library. As for Fort 
Pierce, Mrs. Russell Errett has been ap- 
pointed librarian for the Bookmobile 
which is expected to begin operation 
around mid-March. The new addition 
at St. Petersburg is a graduate of Penn 
State and Marywood, Mrs. Alicia Mar- 
tin. Another professional librarian with 
long experience at the Louisville, O., 
library, Mrs. Reah M. Montgomery, 
was selected to replace Mrs. Florence 
Burton who has retired as head librari- 
an in Auburndale. 


Great enthusiasm is aroused at Fort 
Pierce by a very exciting Great Books 
group which meets every two weeks 
and discusses the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, Plato, Sophocles, Aristotle 
and Plutarch under the guidance of an 
experienced and excellent moderator. 
Great Books programs are flourishing 
also at ORLANDO, where they are 
held every week, in addition to a great 
number of other cultural activities, such 
as a Music Appreciation Hour, a film 
program and a Mental Health program, 
all monthly, plus weekly children’s 
story hours and book reviews twice a 
month. At Orlando they are extremely 





proud of the Erbe Memorial Collection 
purchased from a $250-donation to per- 
petuate the memory of Ernst A. Erbe. 
At MELBOURNE they have featured 
and are planning displays on Civil De- 
fense, by Northrup, Westinghouse and 
General Electric — sounds both in- 
triguing and educational. 

Radio and newspaper publicity is re- 
ported from several libraries: daily 5- 
minute broadcasts at DADE CITY, 
two photographs of the LAKELAND 
library appearing in the December 15 
issue of Library Journal, and a series of 
articles on the growth and plans of the 
LARGO library in the Largo Sentinel 
starting February 3 for 6 to 8 weeks. 


Hopeful notes from all over: 
STARKE has a new five-member li- 
brary board working on improvements 
and reorganization since the library is 
now jointly financed by the city and 
county; the LAKE COUNTY Library 
meeting held at the LEESBURG library 
on January 15 with an attendance of 
31 selected an organizational commit- 
tee and set the date for the next meet- 
ing at the beginning of April; and 
SARASOTA glowingly reports that the 
library is finally being noticed—it has 
changed from a C-minus to an A rating 
in priority in a proposed bond issue; 
they also report a very successful shut- 
in book service started recently by the 
Junior Welfare League. Great activities 
at MIAMI with story hours every week, 
travel -films every other Thursday, 
monthly film showings in cooperation 
with the Mental Health Society and 
semi-monthly programs sponsored in 
conjunction with the Tropical Audubon 
Society, plus two Great Book discussion 
groups on alternate Mondays with an 
attendance of around 40. Their most 
unusual activities, however, are Florida 
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YES—This book and every book you send to DOBBS BROS. is an IMPORTANT BOOK. 


| 
Our business and entire future is based upon your satisfaction. That is why every book we re- 
d ceive, regardless of condition, demands our utmost care from “checking in” and “page by page col- 
€ lation” to the final inspection and packing. 


8 Realizing that in order for you to qain more RECIRCULATIONS and therefore receive the best 
value for your binding dollar, we here at DOBBS BROS. must give every book the best in materials 
é and expert craftsmanship. 


‘ For these reasons every book is IMPORTANT to us as the finished product and your complete 
Ys satisfaction attests to our ability to offer you this service at sensible prices. 
mn 
d 
< Won't you please contact either of our two plants and let our representatives call on you and ; 
n discuss your binding needs immediately? 
mn 
in 
st DOBBS BROTHERS LIBRARY BINDING COMPANY 
. ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA MIAMI, FLORIDA 
90 Palmer Street Phone VAlley 9-3014 1075 E. 14th St., Hialeah 
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School and Children’s Libraries 


ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
are growing to a great extent in our 
State due to the well organized central- 
izing systems in Dade, Bay, Escambia, 
Broward, and Monroe Counties. More 
recently, Russell Bagley of Sarasota 
County, Rhea Anderson of Orange 
County, and Mrs. Betty Slocum of Man- 
atee County have worked out programs 
and sent brief accounts of how their 
plans were established. Part of their 
letters are as follows. 


Sarasota County 


From Sarasota County Russell Bag- 
ley writes—‘“To provide effective help 
for children and teachers, library serv- 
ices need be available on a school basis. 
They can be provided in several ways: 
such as, adequate room libraries, cen- 
tral materials centers (libraries), or- 
ganized master files with materials dis- 
persed in several locations, or bookmo- 
biles. Sarasota County is beginning to 
provide this help by identifying the 
needs of the school-community in rela- 
tion to the curriculum of a specific 
school. Several ‘concerned’ persons have 
helped some elementary school facul- 
ties select and classify books; therefore, 
schools are beginning their programs at 
different stages. The teachers, parents, 
children, and county personnel are de- 
termining the kinds of services needed 
immediately and are planning organ- 
ized, centrally located materials centers 
for the future. 

Because of individual differences, each 
school is developing its own plans to fit 
its Own unique situation but these plans 
will conform to general county policies 
and routine procedures. It will be a pe- 
riod of several years before every ele- 
mentary school in Sarasota County will 
have adequate materials center facilities 
and services. However, these steps in- 
volve a process of professional growth 
through in-service training which will 
prove to be more valuable in the long 
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run than if adequately trained person- 
nel, special facilities, and sufficient fi- 
nancial support were available at the 
moment.” 


Orange County 

Rhea Anderson writes that Orange 
County has had plans of a program 
since 1927, but due to depressior., lack 
of housing and funds, it was not until 
1955 that a teacher who had a library 
science degree volunteered to work as 
librarian in two schools. Her plan was 
so successful and so well received that 
other schools were eager to establish 
central libraries in their schools. 

“Some were set up through the ‘pro- 
duction line’ process. This was done by 
P.T.A. members, teachers and friends 
working from the time school dismissed 
in the afternoon until late at night on 
the designated date. As many as 500 
books were processed in one evening. 

Within three years Orange County, 
Florida, has provided for its elementary 
schools twenty-two centralized libraries 
and thirteen librarians who hold a Li- 
brary Science Degree. Today, three 
years later, 2 librarians each serve three 
schools, 5 librarians each serve two 
schools, 6 librarians give the entire day’s 
service in the school to which she is 
assigned. Six of the schools have li- 
braries which were originally built for 
the purpose; the others are using a 
teacher's lounge, small storage rooms or 
hallways, so that children may benefit 
from the availability of many books.” 


Manatee County 

Betty Slocum, of Manatee County, 
tells us of the work of their kindergar- 
ten teachers in the larger public schools 
that have kindergartens, setting up the 
libraries including processing, catalog- 
ing and circulation. She acts as a con- 
tact person in the school and should a 
problem concerning books or libraries 
arise it is her duty to notify the co- 
ordinator. 


“Since the smaller schools do not 
have kindergartens, the library help has 
in many instances come through the 
Parent-Teacher Association. The prin- 
cipal contacts and makes arrangements 
for the parents to come to the school 
and again, the coordinator trains these 
people for library work. A schedule is 
made and on ‘library days’ one of the 
trained volunteers is there to circulate 
the books throughout the school. Mana- 
tee County is very fortunate to have an 
active group of Gray Ladies who staff 
the school clinics and when they are 
available for work, they give much of 
their time to library duties. 

The coordinator has an office in the 
school administration building and vis- 
its the schools when they call for her. 

Besides the training of the library 
workers, the coordinator meets with 
teachers either individually or in grade 
groups, and assists them in the selecting 
and ordering of books for the school 
library. 

Since September, eight centralized 
libraries have been established and are 
operating on a regular schedule. By 
the close of this school year, we hope 
to have libraries in each of our ele- 
mentary schools.” 

The latest county to begin special- 
ized training of elementary librarians is 
Pinellas County. Recently Miss Audrey 
Newman, State Library Consultant, met 
with elementary school principals and 
interested teachers, and a planned pro- 
gram, sponsored.by the Florida State 
University Library School, will begin in 
February. This was met with enthusi- 
asm by principals and librarians who 
had been working many years for li- 
braries in all the elementary schools. 

With all these plans and more efforts 
from many other counties, Florida will 
soon provide better service to our young 
children, many of whom cannot get to 
a bookmobile or public library without 
the assistance of their busy parents. 
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by FELICIA W. TRAXLER 


LIBRARIES CAN HELP JOHNNY READ 


LAST FALL RUSSIA’S SPUTNIKS went 
into orbit, and our Vanguard sputtered 
to the ground. These facts changed our 
argument over Johnny’s success or non 
success in reading from the academic to 
the deadly practical. 


A Florida university official in speak- 
ing of his recent tour of Russia, called 
attention to the fact that the Russian 
nation has moved from two-thirds il- 
literacy to one-half of one percent in 
forty years. Our nation still has 24 
per cent illiteracy after almost 150 
years of “free education.” By 1960 the 
Soviets plan to make ten years of edu- 
cation compulsory for every citizen. 
Russian children now go to school ten 
months of the year, six days a week and 
eight hours a day. 

Our national government and some 
of the several states (New Mexico, 
Kansas, New York, New Hampshire, 
Vermont) are taking steps to improve 
educational systems by allocating more 
funds and raising academic standards, 
particularly in science, mathematics, 
English and social studies. 

Where do we librarians come into 
the picture? The public library has tra- 
ditionally been the institution for “con- 
tinuing education for adults.” The chil- 
dren’s department is newer but now 
well established. Most public libraries 
recognize an obligation for giving in- 
formation and entertainment through 
books to adult seekers; and now, much 
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more has been added: art exhibits, mu- 
sical concerts, films, lectures. The De- 
cember 1957 issue of Adult Leadership 
carries an intriguing report of how the 
Cairo (Georgia) Public Library merit- 
ed the John Cotton Dana and Public 
Relations Council's Special Achieve- 
ment awards by: providing Lenton 
books for church groups, serving tea to 
patrons during Book Week, furnishing 
vocational books for youth, gardening 
information for the Garden Clubs, art 
exhibits for the art lovers, a story hour 


for the tots, and even the latest agricul- 
tural findings for the farmers. That li- 
brary was demonstrating how a public 
library can meet varied needs. 


The school, college and special li- 
braries also try to give their own par- 
ticular groups what they require. But 
how well are we all achieving our 
goals? Do we know our community 
background well enough? Do we win 
over the uninterested by adroit adver- 
tizing of some sort,—such as window 
displays, easy access to stocks, comforta- 
ble and attractive reading situations 
and, above all, timely books for varied 
interests? 


The General Extension Library fur- 
nishes books to teachers taking Exten- 
sion classes in Reading over the state, 
and thus comes in contact with some of 
the newer methods of presenting the 
subject to teachers. One university pro- 
fessor always has community projects in 
his class. For instance, one group 
studied the number and quality of fun- 
ny books sold in its area and reported 
to class with a tape recording. Another, 


did a literary map of the state. One stu- 
dent had her children help her rewrite 
Mother Goose in terms of their own 
doings. One Jacksonville student called 
her project “Home-Grown Reading,” 
and tried to tie home, school and pub- 
lic library in a close triangle. She start- 
ed parents’ reading clubs to make her 
school patrons aware of their own role 
in preparing their children for begin- 
ning reading. Her inspiration was 
Northwestern’s Harold Shane who says: 
“Neither parent nor teacher can really 
teach children; together they may cre- 
ate a setting in which the child can 
learn for himself. Children who have 
books at home and who have been read 
to—are far better equipped to begin 
reading on their own when they go to 
school.” On the negative side, Leonard 
Buchner, Reading Consultant, Newark, 
says: “A poor reader is a child with a 
meager background of—enjoyment, a 
poor oral vocabulary, and conflicting 
personal problems. When he reaches 
the classroom he brings with him a 
head already full (or empty) of words, 
dreams, ideas and solutions to life’s 


dilemmas. All along, the home and the 
neighborhood have been filling his head 
with interests, attitudes and opinions . . . 
which will influence what the teacher 
can put into it later.” 


Where does the librarian come into 
Johnny’s reading? Well, of course, the 
school librarian knows that she is to 
help the teachers and the children by 
supplying worthy books for the kinder- 
gartner, the middle grader, and the sen- 
ior; and she must lure the pupils into 
the library and keep them coming, — 
even the reluctant ones. But do all oth- 
er librarians, special, college, and pub- 
lic, help with this big American ambi- 
tion to make every citizen literate? Per- 
haps, librarians could be more alert to 
what goes on in their communities out- 
side their walls. They could watch the 
press for notices of reading classes in 
their areas, and offer help, even to the 
extent of themselves organizing moth- 
ers’ reading groups. These are some use- 
ful books for such groups: 
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Doubleday Books 
Junior Literary Guild Books 
Real Books * Pre-bound Juveniles 


and a world of other good books 
for School and Public Libraries 


GARRETT F. LARKIN 
P. O. Box No. 197 
Winter Park, Florida 


representing 


DOUBLEDAY & COMPANY, Inc. 
Institutional Department 
Garden City, New York 


NATHANIEL DAME 
& CO. 
19 Belmont St. 

Cambridge 38, Mass. 
STANDARD CATALOG FICTION 
OUT-OF-PRINT FICTION 
ARCADIA HOUSE — AVALON 
150,000 TITLES IN STOCK 
CATALOGS ISSUED 


“Fiction Specialists to 
the Nation” 


PRE-BOUND JUVENILE BOOKS 
PROMPT SERVICE 
GUARANTEED BINDINGS 


ASSOCIATED LIBRARIES, INC. 


3622-24 Pearl Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


ONE CHOICE 


Anyone who cares to evaluate the difference between X amount of 
dollars spent on ordinary books and the same amount spent on 
Bound-to-Stay-Bound Prebound Books quickly comes to the conclu- 
sion that there can be only ONE CHOICE. 


According to recent tests made by an approved Testing 
Laboratory for the Library Binding Institute, a prebound book will 
take at least three to four times the abuse of even so called re- 
inforced bindings. 


THERE'S LOADS OF VALUE IN A 
BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND PREBOUND BOOK 


MANUFACTURERS 
“BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND™ PREBOUND BOOKS 
LUINOIS 





WALTER J. JOHNSON, INC. 


Sale and Acquisition of 


Scientific Periodicals: complete sets, short runs, single volume: 
—all fields, all languages 


Scientific books: out-of-print — domestic, foreign 
Complete subscription service for domestic and foreign periodicais 


All new books of U. S. and foreign publishers 


Send requirements and offers to 


WALTER J. JOHNSON, INC. 


111 Fifth Avenue, New York 3, New York 


Tel.: ORegon 7-6713 Cable address: BOOKJOHNS, NEWYORK 


Branch offices in London and Frankfurt 


Catalogues available on request 
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Reference Service in the Junior College 


THE JUNIOR COLLEGE as a form of 
higher education is gradually finding 
itself firmly implanted within the edu- 
cational pattern of America, and of 
our own state. This has not been a 
chance happening. It is an outgrowth 
of a deeply felt need for the unique 
contributions which a good junior col- 
lege program is equipped to bring to 
the educational system. The uniqueness 
is summed up very appropriately in the 
name which is now commonly given to 
the junior college, that of “community 
college,” and it is this term “commun- 
ity college” which best describes the 
clientele forming the student body of 
the junior college. 

First of all, there are the lower di- 
vision preparatory students who are at- 
tending junior college as a springboard 
toward a four-year degree, and will 
later transfer to a senior college or uni- 
versity. This naturally necessitates a 
strong “university parallel” curriculum 
in the junior college to meet transfer 
requirements of the four-year univer- 
sities. 

The next group of students served 
by the junior college are those enrolled 
in what is called “terminal education.” 
For these people the junior college rep- 
resents their last formal educational 
contact. Some of this group enroll in 
the regular general education courses, 
but particularly suited to the terminal 
education program are such semipro- 
fessional curricula as business educa- 
tion, secretarial, nursing, commercial 
art, and various technical offerings. 


Then there is the opportunity for 
continuing education offered to the 
adult population of the community by 
the junior college. In this group we 
find people returning to college be- 
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College & Special Section 


by 


SARA N. CRITTENDEN, 
Head Librarian 
St. Petersburg Junior College 


cause of change of vocational objec- 
tives, interest in new technological de- 
velopments, or because of the urge for 
mental stimulation and enrichment. 
This continuing education phase of jun- 
ior college development has experi- 
enced an almost phenomenal growth 
in the past few years, and has brought 
into being strong evening programs 
within the junior college, offering a 
wide variety of practical and enrich- 
ment curricula. 

These, then, are the primary func- 
tions and clientele of the junior col- 
lege. If the modern ideal of a college 
library as the “heart” of the institution 
is to be realized, it follows, therefore, 
that the nature of the library found 
within the junior college must comple- 
ment these aims and objectives. The 
junior college library is in an excellent 
position to fulfill this role, for, in the 
main, it is more closely supervised, has 
closer integration with the curriculum, 
and can provide more individualized at- 
tention for the students than is possible 
in a larger institution. For this very 
reason it is somewhat difficult to cate- 
gorize the reference services of the jun- 
ior college library, since they permeate 
throughout all of the library's activi- 
ties. 

SERVICES 

Typical of this type of service is the 
teaching function of the library. Here, 
as in any undergraduate division, come 
students with varied cultural and edu- 
cational backgrounds. Some have al- 
ready had good basic training in library 
skills, and others are neophytes in the 
book and library world. The para- 
mount job, then, is to try to bring them 
all within a certain level of understand- 
ing. Consequently, much time is spent 


Library” 


instructing in techniques which make 
for effective use of library resources. 
Much of this instruction is done infor- 
mally as questions are brought to the 
circulation or reference desk—for ex- 
ample, inquiries concerning card cata- 
log interpretation, or the use of the 
Reader's Guide and various other in- 
dexes and catalogs. Some sort of for- 
mal library instruction and orientation 
should also be a part of this teaching 
function of the library. It is difficult to 
say which of the various methods de- 
vised for presenting such instruction is 
the most beneficial. It is largely a mat- 
ter dependent on local situation, the in- 
genuity of the librarians, and the rela- 
tionship between the librarians and the 
faculty. 

The more conventional type of ref- 
erence service offered by the junior col- 
lege library involves the location of 
sources for research papers, and class 
assignments requiring the use of library 
materials. Here it should be empha- 
sized that nothing will aid both the 
librarian and the patron as much as the 
librarian’s complete familiarity with the 
reference collection at hand. It may 
also be noted that reference questions 
have a way of reappearing at certain 
times each year. It is prudent, therefore, 
to keep a file of the most difficult-to- 
trace items, indicating the sources where 
material can or cannot be found. 

COLLECTION 

Thus far, emphasis has been placed 
on the types of reference service offered 
by the junior college library. It is evi- 
dent, however, that this service must be 
supported by a strong, well-balanced 
collection of reference materials. The 
reference collection need not necessarily 

(Continued on Page 29, Col. 1) 
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Notable Books of 1957 


The following is a March 1 Press re- 
lease by Len Arnold, Director of Pub- 
lic relations, A.L.A. The Release lists 
notable books of 1957 and explains 
their manner of selection. 

FLORIDA LIBRARIES offers this 
list as its contribution to National Li- 
brary Week, March 16-22. 

The Public Library Association, a 
division of the American Library As- 
sociation, has issued its annual list of 
“Notable Books” which includes 41 
titles. The selection from among books 
published during 1957 was released 
March 1, 1958, by the Council on 
Notable Books to enable libraries to 
feature the titles in their observance of 
National Library Week, March 16 to 
22. 

Arthur H. Parsons, Jr., Director, 
Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, 
who is President of the division, said 
of the list: 

“In presenting the list of Notable 
Books each year, the ALA Public Li- 
brary Association demonstrates one of 
the principal services of individual li- 
brarians everywhere — recommending 
those books which possess to a high 
degree qualities which make them stand 
out among all the books published 
during the year. In designating these 
as ‘notable’ books the division is not 
saying that these are necessarily the 
‘best’ books of the year, but merely 
that they are books especially ‘worthy 
of note. With nationwide attention 
presently focussed on reading by the 
vigorous program that culminates in 
National Library Week, this year’s 
selection of Notable Books is particu- 
larly significant.” 

Edna G. Peck, Chief of Book Selec- 
tion for Home Reading Services, Bos- 
ton Public Library and Chairman of 
the Council said: 

“The 1957 list was compiled by the 
Notable Books Council with the aid 
of thirty-seven participating libraries, 
chosen to give complete geographical 
and numerical representation through- 
out continental United States. This 
list represents several innovations. In 
order to assure inclusion of titles from 
all fields of knowledge, the list was 
chosen to include books of merit in 
eight major categories. 

“Since the emphasis of National Li- 
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brary Week is being placed on books, 
it was decided to issue Notable Books 
in time to be utilized by libraries dur- 
ing National Library Week in the pro- 
motion of interest in reading. This had 
the advantage of giving the Notable 
Books Council an opportunity to sur- 
vey the entire 1957 publishing output 
which was impossible when the list 
was issued at Midwinter as heretofore. 
It also provided time for the Council, 
as a working unit, to prepare the final 
list during the A.L.A. Midwinter meet- 
ing. Comments on these two innova- 
tions by libraries featuring the Notable 
Books list are welcome. 

“The Council, aided by the partici- 
pating libraries, chose the list on the 
basis of literary merit, sincerity and 
honesty of presentation, ability to stim- 
ulate readers to take a broader and 
more objective view of themselves and 
their neighbors, locally and interna- 
tionally and to arouse an interest in 
reading where such interest needs 
stimulation.” 


Notable Books of 1957 


Agar, Herbert. The price of power. 
University of Chicago. 

Agee, James. Death in the family. 
McDowell, Obolensky. 

Allen, Robert P. On the trail of van- 
ishing birds. McGraw. 

Bedford, Sybille. A legacy. Simon & 
Schuster. 

Bone, Edith. 7 years’ solitary. Harcourt. 

Bowen, Catherine D. The lion and the 
throne: the life and times of Sir Ed- 
ward Coke (1552-1634). Little. 

Brooks, Van Wyck. Days of the phoe- 
nix: the nineteen-twenties I remem- 
ber. Dutton. 

Burlingame, Roger. 
conscience. Knopf. 

Chase, Mary E. The edge of darkness. 
Norton. 

Church, Richard. The golden sovereign. 
Dutton. 

Churchill, Winston L. S. The age of 
revolution. Dodd. 

Coit, Margaret L. Mr. Baruch. Hough- 
ton. 

Connell, Brian. A watcher on the 
Rhine; an appraisal of Germany 
today. Morrow. 


The 


American 


Coon, Carleton S. The seven caves. 
Knopf. 

Cozzens, James G. By love possessed. 
Harcourt. 

Djilas, Milovan. The new class: an 
analysis of the Communist system. 
Praeger. 

Durant, William J. The Reformation. 
Simon & Schuster. 

Farre, Rowena. Seal morning. Rine- 
hart. 

Flanner, Janet. Men and monuments. 
Harper. 

Hamilton, Edith. The echo of Greece. 
Norton. 

Highet, Gilbert. Poets in a landscape. 
Knopf. 

Janson, H. W. and Dora J. The picture 
history of painting — from cave 
painting to modern times. Abrams. 

Johnson, Gerald W. The Lunatic 
fringe. Lippincott 

Kissinger, Henry A. Nuclear weapons 
and foreign policy. Harper. 

Lea, Tom. The King Ranch. Little. 

Lerner, Max. America as a civilization; 
life and thought in the United 
States today. Simon & Schuster. 

Low, David. Autobiography. Simon 
& Schuster. 

Life (periodical). The world’s great 
religions. Time, inc. 

Mehta, Ved P. Face to face. Little. 

Michener, James A. The bridge at 
Andau. Random House. 

Mowat, Farley. The dog who wouldn't 
be. Little. 

Packard, Vance O. The hidden per- 
suaders. McKay. 

Stewart, Sidney. Give us this day. 
Norton. 

Thiel, Rudolf. And there was light: 
the discovery of the universe; tr. 
from German by Richard and Clara 
Winston. Knopf. 

Vandiver, Frank E. Mighty Stonewall. 
McGraw. 

Walters, Raymond. Albert Gallatin: 
Jeffersonian financier and diplomat. 
Macmillan. 

Ward, Barbara. Interplay of East and 
West. Norton. 

White, William S. Citadel: the story 
of the U. S. Senate. Harper. 

Woodring, Paul. A fourth of a nation. 
McGraw. 

Wright, Frank L. A testament. Horizon. 

Wylie, Laurence W. Village in the 
Vaucluse. Harvard University. 
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BARBARA WEBB LARKIN, for- 
mer Editor of FLORIDA LIBRARIES, 
is the BARBARA WEBB listed as co- 
author of Story Telling for You which 
was reviewed in the last issue of FLOR- 
IDA LIBRARIES. This volume written 
in conjunction with Ruby Ethel Cundiff 
will be on display at our convention in 
Orlando. It will be a part of the Com- 
bined Book Exhibit. (Story Telling for 
You; a Handbook of Help for Story- 
Tellers Everywhere. Ruby Ethel Cun- 
diff and Barbara Webb. Yellow 
Springs, Ohio, Antioch Press, 1957. 102 
p. $2.00, cloth; $1.00, paper.) 

FLA. MEMBERSHIP DROPS! In 
1954 FLA. boasted 601 members. Last 
year we could recruit only 405! This 
year, 1958, our membership is at 337! 
Won't you members get new members 
from your fellow workers? Mrs. Mar- 
garet Duer, University of Florida Li- 
braries, Gainesville, Chairman of the 
Membership Committee, sent out 54 
letters to, librarians asking them to be 
responsible for recruiting new members 
in their particular city. To date, we have 
had reports from only two cities. Lets 
hope that by the time you are reading 
this, we will have had more reports and 
boosted our membership to at least 
601! 


SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S SEC- 
TION has changed chairmen! Louise 
Galloway will be in New York City 
February 1-May 31 for further gradu- 
ate work. The Vice-Chairman of the 
Section has now become Chairman: 
Mrs. Evaline Schunk, Albertson Public 
Library. 


SAN FRANCISCO ALA—An East- 
West dinner sponsored by the Interna- 
tional Relations Round Table, the In- 
ternational Relations Committee and 
the Public Relations Committee will be 
given on Sunday, July 13, at San Fran- 
cisco preceding the American Library 
Association Conference. Mrs. Lucille 
Morsch, President of the American Li- 
brary Association and Deputy Librarian 
of the Library of Congress will preside. 
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Dr. William Dix, Librarian of the 
Princeton University Library will serve 
as master of ceremonies and there will 
be a prominent speaker. The dinner 
will be held at six o'clock at the Far 


East Cafe. Foreign guests will be intro- 
duced. 


The price will be less than five dol- 
lars. 


Gretchen Conduitte, Community Re- 
lations Librarian at the Jacksonville 
Free Public Library is chairman of the 
Public Relations Section. Helga H. 
Eason, Head of the Community Rela- 
tions Department of the Miami Public 
Library is chairman of the Planning 
Committee of Public Relations Section 
for this dinner. 


For further information, see the next 
issue of Florida Libraries. 


HUGH EMBRY LIBRARY, DADE 
CITY—From Mrs. Helen H. Alexan- 
der, Member of the Library Board 
comes the following letter: 





“We are mailing you under separate 
cover a photograph showing a Biblical 
display arranged by our librarian, Miss 
Frances H. Alexander in recognition of 
National Library Week. Miss Alexan- 
der assumed the librarianship Sept. 1 
and has already revolutionized the ap- 
pearance of the Hugh Embry Library, 
. .. She has instituted a daily radio pro- 
gram and is now featuring an art dis- 
play with oils and water colors done 
by local people. She also arranged to 
take books and magazines to the local 
hospital, . . . books to be changed once 
a month. In March, she will give a 
book review as part of the program at 
a silver tea to be sponsored and given 
by the Dade City Woman’s Club for 
the benefit of the Library. Already in- 
terest in the library project (the secur- 
ing of sufficient funds to build a new 
library building on ground already do- 
nated by the City) has been stimulated 
and an average of 30 new patrons a 
month secured.” (See photo below) 


(Continued on Page 31, Col. 1) 


Frances H. Alexander, Librarian, Hugh Embry Public Library, Dade City. 
National Bible Week Display. 
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Gainesville, Florida 
18 February 1958 


Dear Friends, 


Most of us at one time or another 
have serious intentions of joining one 
of the national library organizations 
but either lack infomation at the right 
time or are not contacted by active 
members. It is hoped that this may be 
the proper time to reach you with an 
appeal for your membership in Special 
Libraries Association. 


Activity in this organization is cen- 
tered in local chapter rather than in na- 
tional headquarters, as is the case with 
some national groups. By this means, 
one has an opportunity to give and re- 
ceive a great deal of service. It is felt 
you will receive as much or more bene- 
fit from membership in S.L.A. as any 
other library association. 


Florida does not yet have its own 
chapter, as 25 members are required to 
obtain a state chapter charter. There 
are some 15 S.L.A. members in the state 
now, and these members have affiliated 
with the Georgia Chapter. Georgia has 
extended an open invitation to those in 
neighboring states who are or wish to 
become members, and no extra charge 
is made for such afhiliation. 


The Georgia Chapter has over 90 
members, and nearly half of these are 
from other states. Because of this, there 
is great concern on the part of officials 
for those of us at a distance. While 
regular meetings in the Atlanta area 
cannot be attended, members in other 
states are kept informed and in touch 
by means of a free bimonthly BULLE- 
TIN, a membership directory for ad- 
dresses of those who may be working 
in similar libraries, and an annual meet- 
ing. 

A major project is undertaken each 
year, such as the author indexing of 
Microfilm Abstracts a few years ago. 
Members are encouraged to take an 
active part, and for those who never 
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join any organization unless it is possi- 
ble to participate actively, this in an 
outstanding chapter. Members at a dis- 
tance are made to feel that they are an 
important part of the group. 


A problem which faces librarians in 
Florida now is that of the new small 
industrial libraries which are being cre- 
ated. How can these be aided? Where 
can there be a central point for the 
clearance of information? With the vast 
pooling of experience and knowledge of 
the many special librarians in our area 
of Florida, Georgia, North and South 
Carolina, it is felt that membership in 
Special Libraries Association with affli- 
ation in the Georgia Chapter is a good 
step in the right direction. 


Dues are somewhat high, with active 
membership now at $15 per year and 
associate membership at $10. Yet in 
comparison with other national groups, 
this is not unreasonable. One usually 
gets out of any organization what is put 
into it, and a great deal is available in 
S.L.A. activities. 


Lack of space prevents detailed in- 
formation from being given here, so 
why not send me a card or letter if you 
are interested? Even if you have no 
serious intention of joining, S. L. A. 
members are always happy to spread 
word of their organization and work. 
If you have questions or desire litera- 
ture prepared at national headquarters 
in New York, please ask. 


As yet, membership is not restricted 
to professional librarians alone. This 
seems to be coming in the near future 
but those who already are members 
will not lose membership because of 
stricter entrance requirements later. If 
you are a librarian or work in library 
or information services, you are eligible. 


S.L.A. is not limited to special li- 
braries alone, as the name implies work 
in a specialized area rather than in a 
specialized library. Public, academic, in- 
dustrial, commercial, military, newspa- 


per, hospital, etc. library or information 
centers are the places from which mem- 
bers are gathered. 


For the past four years in a row, the 
Georgia Chapter has received the na- 
tional award for the greatest percentage 
of increase in membership. This indi- 
cates a growing and dynamic group. 
You are needed and wanted in S.L.A. 
There is a chapter for us to use as a nu- 
cleus upon which to form our own 
unit some day. 


Won't you write that card or letter 
now? At the end of this letter are some 
addresses of members to whom you 
may write for information. We will be 
happy to welcome you into our mem- 
bership. Thank you. 


Sincerely yours, 

Roger V. Krumm 

Chairman, Membership Committee 
Georgia Chapter, S.L.A. 


Mr. Roger V. Krumm 
Chemistry-Pharmacy Library 
216 Leigh Hall 

University of Florida 
Gainesville, Florida 


Miss Marian E. Lucius 
Executive Secretary 

Special Libraries Association 
31 East Tenth Street 

New York 3, New York 


Miss Elizabeth Gillies 

Social Sciences Librarian 
University of Florida Libraries 
University of Florida 
Gainesville, Florida 


NOTICE 


Please make note of the 
meeting dates of F.L.A. 
for 1958 and for 1959. 


1958 — ORLANDO: San Juan 
Hotel, April 17-19. 


1959 — MIAMI: McAllister 
Hotel, April 9-11. 
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(Reference . . . Junior College 
Library. From p. 25) 


be a large one to be most useful. The 
prime consideration is wise selection, 
keeping always in mind the aims of 
the parent institution, the content of 
the courses offered in the curriculum, 
and the teaching methods of the fac- 
ulty members. The library staff should 
be responsible for seeing that the best 
and most current general tools are 
available. This may be accomplished 
through perusal of current book selec- 
tion aids, and such basic reference book 
lists as are found in Bertalan’s Books 
for Junior Colleges, Shores’ Basic Ref- 
erence Sources, and Winchell’s Guide 
to Reference Books. In the various spe- 
cialized subject areas where there may 
be some doubt as to the value of add- 
ing certain items, we should rely heav- 
ily on the suggestions of the teaching 
faculty. 


In addition to the good general en- 
cyclopedias, yearbooks, dictionaries, and 
indexes, it has been our experience that 
the most frequently used reference ma- 
terials in the junior college library are 
those biographical in nature. We lean 
heavily on such tools as Biography In- 
dex, Current Biography, Who’s Who in 
America, Twentieth Century Authors 
and its First Supplement, American 
Men of Science, and many other bio- 
graphical aids. Other reference items 
frequently used are Short Story Index, 
Essay and General Literature Index, and 
Book Review Digest. It should be 
pointed out, however, that these in- 
dexes are of little value unless there is 
on the library’s shelves a goodly repre- 
sentation of the books and magazines 
indexed therein. The list of books cov- 
ered by such indexes can also serve as a 
buying guide in building up the refer- 
ence collection in needed areas. We 
recently found Biography Index an in- 
valuable aid in purchasing volumes of 
collected biography. 


A good junior college reference de- 
partment of course does nor rely en- 
tirely on books and periodicals to meet 
demands. A well-organized vertical file 
containing articles of current and local 
importance can be of great help, as 
can files of maps and pictures. Modern 
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reference practice also presupposes that 
there will be available equipment for 
projecting such non-book materials as 
films, filmstrips, and slides, as well as 
machines to be used for phonographic 
and tape recordings. If used properly 
such media can greatly enrich the regu- 
lar teaching procedure. 


We should nor leave the discussion 
of the reference functions of the junior 
college library without mention of vo- 
cational guidance. There is a great de- 
mand by counselors and students for a 
readable and usable collection of occu- 
pational informational material. This 
might well grow into a separate collec- 
tion within the reference department, 
readily available to all. 


Since there is very little advanced re- 
search activity in the junior college li- 
brary, we do not often find it necessary 
to request interlibrary loans, but there 
are occasions when the use of interli- 
brary loan is a great boon in supplying 
material for faculty members on spe- 
cialized subjects, or in filling some 
rather unusual student request which 
is not available in the local library. 

The junior college reference depart- 
ment should also be familiar with the 
content of other reference collections 
available within the community, in the 
event it should be necessary to refer a 
request to one of these sources. 

The relationship between the library 
staff and the faculty is another im- 
portant factor contributing to good ref- 
erence service in the junior college li- 
brary. We cannot over-emphasize the 
value of cooperative contacts with fac- 
ulty members in al] subject areas, so 
that the library staff may have first- 
hand knowledge of the content of 
courses, teaching methods, and what is 
expected of the students. This pays 
dividends many times over in both ef- 
ficiency and public relations, when the 
librarian is able to supply just the right 
book at the right time. 

The role of the junior college admin- 
istration in efficient library service also 
comes to our attention. It is through 
close cooperation with administrative 
officers that mutual understandings are 
reached which culminate in strong sup- 
port for the library, as well as in the 





establishment of library policies com- 
patible with the functions and philoso- 
phies of the institution as a whole. 


From the foregoing description it 
seems -evident that the reference serv- 
ices of the junior college library are 
many and all-encompassing, but at the 
same time richly rewarding. This philos- 
ophy is aptly expressed in the motto 
which has become a watchword at St. 
Petersburg Junior College, “Life is 
worth learning.” We should like every 
one of our students to cultivate a 
knowledge of library materials and 
habits of reading and research which 
will carry over pleasantly and effective- 
ly into all phases of life. 








(Libraries Can Help Johnny 
Read. From p. 23) 


Adams, Bess Porter — ABOUT BOOKS 
AND CHILDREN, Holt, 1953 

‘Arbuthnot, Mary Hill—CHILDREN AND 
BOOKS, Scott, Foresman, 1947 

Baruch, Dorothy—PARENTS AND CHIL- 
DREN GO TO SCHOOL, Scott and 
Foresman, 1939 

Becker, May—FIRST ADVENTURES IN 
READING, Stokes, 1936 

Duff, Annis — BEGUEST OF WINGS, 


Viking, 1944 
Duff, Annis—“LONGER FLIGHT,” Viking, 
(1955 


Frank, Josette — YOUR CHILD'S READ- 
ING TODAY, Doubleday, 1954 


Frank, Mary and Lawrence — HOW TO 
HELP YOUR CHILD IN SCHOOL, 
Viking, 1939 


Hymes, James — EFFECTIVE HOME - 
SEHOOL RELATIONS, Prentice Hall, 
(1953 . 


Smith, Lillian — THE UNRELUCTANT 
YEARS, A. L. A., 1953 


White, Dorothy—BOOKS BEFORE FIVE, 
Oxford, 1954 


WHOLESALE 
BOOKSELLERS 
FOR 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
AND 
SCHOOLS 


BOOKS OF ALL PUBLISHERS 


Library Bindings 


Magazine Subscriptions 


THE GEORGIA NEWS CO. 


152-162 PARKER STREET, N.W. 
ATLANTA 13, GEORGIA 





(Report on A.L.A. Midwinter 
Meeting. From p. 14) 


ting in its 2nd session, that it approp- 
riate for fiscal 1958-1959 the full 
$7,500,000 authorized by the Library 
Services Act; ...”. 


The report of the Committee of Con- 
stitution and Bylaws received favorable 
action. Details of the proposed amend- 
ments may be found in the ALA 
Bulletin for January 1958. Again, 
Florida librarians may be pleased to 
know that Stanley West, Director of 
Libraries at the University of Florida, 
served as a member of this committee. 


A progress report was made by Miss 
Gertrude Gscheidle on the relocation 
of ALA Headquarters. The member- 
ship vote of last fall was in favor of 
continuing the location of Headquar- 
ters in Chicago. Miss Gscheidle’s com- 
mittee is exploring various possibilities 
for rental space or purchase, but no 
decision had been reached by the time 
of this meeting. 


Archie L. McNeal 


(Co-operation Among .. . in 
Southeast. From p. 11) 


libraries. The same pattern is evident 
in the South. 


At what point and in what manner 
cooperative plans will begin to take 
place among the public and smaller 
colleges and university libraries can not 
be predicted, but when cooperation be- 
comes the logical solution to some of 
the problems of these libraries, they 
will of course cooperate. Cooperation 
will succeed, however, only if it is prac- 
tical and if ic answers a real need. 
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(Notes From the 
Editor. From p. 27) 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
offers the following fellowships and 
assistantships: Two $1,000 fellowships 
for students preparing for work with 
children or youth in the public school 
or public library systems in the State 
of California are again being offered by 
the California Congress of Parents and 
Teachers for the academic year 1958- 
59. Recipients of the awards need not 
be California residents, but must agree 
to spend two years following gradua- 
tion working with children in Cali- 
fornia libraries. 


Interested candidates are advised to 
write at once to J. Periam Danton, 


Dean, School of Librarianship, Univer- 
sity of California, Berkeley 4; or, Mar- 
tha T. Boaz, Dean, School of Library 
Science, University of Southern Cali- 
fornia, Los Angeles 7. Deadline is July 
15, 1958. 


ANA GUERRA DEBEN, President 
of the Asociacion Cubana de Biblio- 
tecarios, Habana, has agreed to write 
an article for FLORIDA LIBRARIES 
for the September, 1958, issue on the 
library association of Cuba. Later she 
will write one on the Cuban Library 
School. Sra. Debén has asked for an 
article for their journal on the subject 
of our Association. Dorothy Dodd will 
write this article for them. 


THE “END SHEET” of Dobbs Bind- 
ery was recently iniated into the world 
of periodicals on the subject of libraries 
and librarians. The publication is meant 
to be humorous and informative. The 
staff at Dobbs welcomes news items for 
publication. Help them out by sending 
to them at 90 Palmer Street, St. Augus- 
tine, news which you would like to pass 
on to others. Bring them to the atten- 
tion of Donald Stillman or Laverne 
Smith. 










HAVE YOU PAID 
YOUR 1958 DUES IN 
F.L.A.? 
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(Public Library News. 
From p. 20) 


Author's Nights which has featured 
Philip Wylie talking on “The Writer's 
Duty to the Community” and which 
will present Budd Schulberg in the near 
future; and a Music Workshop in 
which a noted Viennese pianist with 
international concert experience teaches 
music classes that enable the pupils to 
actually compose after a year-long 
course. Two programs for young peo- 
ple, a Library Club of America reading 
program and a Junior Reviewers Club, 
have just been opened at TALLAHAS- 


SEE with very good patron response. 
The local Friends of the Library is hold- 
ing a membership drive. Speaking of 
Friends of the Library, in GAINES- 
VILLE they very proudly report a mem- 
bership of 1012 and ORLANDO has 
reached the 600 mark. GAINESVILLE 
currently is conducting an in-service 
training course in reference under the 
direction of Mrs. D. A. Harrington, ref- 
erence librarian. Two members of the 
OCALA library staff are enjoying this 
program. The steering committee for 
library service in Alachua County has 
met and started its plans for library 
services to the rural areas. Already a 
Friends of the Library has been started 
in Micanopy and the Women’s Club in 
Hawthorne is sponsoring a library serv- 
ices plan for that area. High Springs 
and Newberry are to have meetings in 
February to best determine how branch 
libraries may be maintained in these 
areas. 


In closing, did any of you read the 
remark made about Sputnik by a li- 
brarian: “I don’t know what it is, but 
whatever it may be they'll soon be put- 
ting a tax on it!” 


Please send me more ideas that have 
worked—remember, sharing these ideas 
will mean better library service in Flor- 


ida. 
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